WONDERFUL THINGS WE SHOULD KNOW! Part 1
BUT DO WE, REALLY KNOW THESE THINGS TO BE SO IN OUR LIVES? 

    In answer to Jesus question about the disciples leaving him, along with so many others, after he’d told them that unless they ate his body and drank his blood, they could have no life in them, Peter answered saying in;
(1) John 6:68-69 “To whom shall we go Lord? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

    It never ceases to amaze me just how very unsure so many Christians are about a great number of things in relation to their position with God, in Jesus Christ. Surely one of the most important points on these issues is the statement made by Peter when he wrote in;

(2) Pet.1:18-19 “You know that you have been ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without spot or blemish.” 

    Yet so few seem to know these facts! Very often we hear people say they can’t break free from their pasts, the things they’ve grown up with, which have become ingrained in them.  They say these are part of them, and that idea is ably supported by man’s sciences, which state that these things are in our genes. But Jesus Christ, God’s Word to us, says in,
(3) Jh.8:31-32 “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free!”  

    Again he says in,

(4) Jh.8:36 “If the Son sets you free, then you are free indeed!” 
    Sadly, for many, the day to day experience of living seems to nullify those words.  And there are some preachers and teachers who say that going on what we personally experience can be very dangerous, and that we must rely on the Word of God as our only foundation; which of course is true; but in the process, they down-play the essentialness of experiencing the truth of the Word, every day, in our lives.

    Yet when it comes to this vital question of freedom from our past, they seem to say that their personal experience of not being free is the real measuring rod of truth.  How very strange!

(5) Luk.8:14 “As for what fell among thorns; these are the ones who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.” (Including their own pet beliefs and doctrines)
    Now the Word tells me in;

(6) 2Cor.3:17 “The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”

    And again in;

(7) Gal.5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free, stand fast, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”

    But what we can so easily overlook, is that when Jesus said, “If you continue in my Word”, you will be free, he was talking about continually searching the scriptures as the believers at Beroea did; continually laying the Word up in our hearts so that we might not sin, but walk in obedience to him, which is of course true love.
    We’re told in;

(8) Acts 17:10-11 “The Jews at Beroea were more noble than those at Thessalonica, for they received the Word eagerly, examining the scriptures daily to see if those things were so.”
    And again in;

(9) Ps.119:11 “I have laid up your Word in my heart so that I might not sin against you.”

    Yet, so very few of us seem to do that very important thing of allowing the Word of God to break the power of sin in our lives, by declaring it, first and foremost, to ourselves. Instead, we continue to voice our personal experience of failing to walk without sin, as being the only real truth, and in the process we nullify God’s truth and deny ourselves the right to live in it.

    We don’t seem to realise that in doing this we place ourselves in the awful position of having Jesus deny knowing us; denying that we believe him; when we come to stand before the Father.  We use all kinds of excuses to justify our appalling lack of real faith in his Word, as shown to us in Jesus Christ.

(10) 2Cor.5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; the new has come.” (Or the power of the old has passed away; the power of the new has come)
    And we read in;

(11) Jh.14:6 “Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but by me.”

    In saying that we have been ransomed, it’s obvious that the Word is telling us we were held captive by those inherited ways.  But surely we must see that if the ransom was paid in full; if indeed we have been ransomed or bought back by God; we can no longer be controlled by those old sinful ways.  Otherwise, we are forced to the conclusion that Jesus’ death on Calvary was not enough to make this salvation, this redemption, this liberty, anything more than a nice sounding theory.  If that’s so, then everything we profess to believe is a lie.
    But we must know that what the Word of God tells us is real in our lives, as long as we walk in its truth;

(12) Rom.6:6 “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved by sin.”

    We must know that we have the God-given ability to obey;

(13) Rom.6:12-14 “Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, to obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law, but under grace.”

    And we must know that we can confidently say with;

(14) Rom.6:17-18 “Thanks be to God, that we who were once slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which we were committed, and having been set free from sin, we have become slaves of righteousness.”

    And we must know these things, because we know the truth of;

(15) Heb.10:2 “If the worshipers have once been cleansed, they would no longer have any consciousness of sin.”
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    We finished the last section with;

(1) Heb.10:2 “If the worshipers have once been cleansed, they would no longer have any consciousness of sin.” 

    Now, this complete cleansing will happen, if we obey;
(2) 1John 1:7-2:1 “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins, and cleans us from all unrighteousness. 

     I am writing this to you that you may not sin. But IF anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
    Again, we read in;
(3) 1Pet.3:18 “Christ died for sin, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.”

    Now I know that I, and many others, know that we have been ransomed from those futile, often religious ways, of our pasts.  We have been set free from the idea of having to earn our way to God by good works, and certain religious practices.  We know that we have died with Christ to the elemental spirits; to those base desires and emotions which drive the corrupt, fallen universal creation.  We know we have been reborn of the eternal Seed of God’s Word, and have been given a new nature, a new heart, which has been created in, and is being continually renewed in, the image of its Creator, in Godlike righteousness and holiness (wholeness).

(4) 1Pet.1:18-19 “You know that we were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from our fathers, not with perishable things like silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ as that of a Lamb without blemish or spot.”

    And we’re encouraged as we obey;

(5) 2Cor.4:16 “We do not loose heart; though our outer nature is wasting away, because our inner nature is being renewed every day.”

    Every moment of every day, we know that we need to be renewed in the spirit of our minds by continually living in, and feeding our minds on, Christ Jesus, the Word. Thereby becoming his true disciples, and every day knowing his truth which alone can set us continually free from the futile ways of our pasts, and empower us to obey;

(6) Eph.4:22-23 “Put off the old nature, which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through its deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds. And put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

    If we will do theses three things, then we can be the living proof of;

(7) Jh.8:31-32 “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

    And again;

(8) Jh.8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
(Free to do what’s right that is)
    We also know, without a shadow of doubt; and for me personally this is through bitter experience; that if we become careless or lukewarm about taking in the Word; about continually laying it up in our hearts; we’ll quickly become an obnoxious thing, a detestable thing, which the Lord will have to spit out.  For me at least, that’s a very sobering and motivating thought. Jesus said in;

(9) Rev.3:20 “See, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice, and opens the door, I will come in to him, and eat with him, and he with me.”

    And we know that it is vital for our faith in his Word be continually tested, continually purified, by fiery trials; just as gold can only be purified or tested by the fiery furnace; by intense heat.

(10) Jas.1:2-3 “Count it all joy when you meet various trials, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.”

    But how do we know these things? How can we be so very sure?  Simply by believing God’s Word to be the only real truth, and by continually feeding our hearts and minds on it, thereby banking our everything on it, and on nothing else. And by confessing its truth in our lives, denouncing everything which doesn’t agree with it as a lie from Satan. By doing this we allow the Word to do its own work in us, and we come to know the reality of;

(11) Jh.7:17 Jesus said, “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he shall know whether the teaching is from God, or if I am speaking of my own authority.”
BECAUSE WE’VE BELIEVED GOD’S WORD, HE HAS REVEALED THAT WORD TO US IN ALL ITS GLORY IN JESUS CHRIST!

    So we must leave ourselves, and especially the old nature, with no other option, no other way to go, than to follow that Word, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And we can do all these things, and many more, simply because the Word tells us in;

(12) Phil.4:13 The Lord has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

    And as a result of that we can, and will confidently repeat;

(13) Heb.13:6 “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. (I refuse to be afraid) What can man do to me?”  
    And so we know who, not what we’ve believed, and so we are able to say with the apostle Paul;
(14) 2Tim.1:12 “I am not ashamed, for I know who I have believed.”

    We also come to know that no one born of God continues to sin. And why this is, and must be so, is laid out for us in;

(15) 1Jh.5:18 “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin, because he who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.”
Unless of course, like with Job, our God allows Satan to attack us!
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    We must come to know that no one born of God continues to sin. And why this is, and must be so, is laid out for us in;

(1) 1Jh.5:18 “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin, because he who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.”

Unless, like with Job, our God allows him to!

    And because we’ve been reborn of God we know the truth of;

(2) 1Jh.5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.”
    And we are meant know that we have passed from death to life, because we now love with God’s kind of love, which puts the eternal first.

(3) 1Jh.3:14. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.”

    And we surely must know that we can hear his voice!

(4) Jh.5:25 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, the hour is coming, and even now is here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”

    And it is vital that we remember and know that we have been chosen in Christ!

(5) 1Pet.2:9 “We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that we might declare the wonderful deeds of him who brought us out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

    And that we know that our God is working for our good in everything that happens to us;
(6) Rom.8:28 “We know that in everything God is working for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

    We know our old nature has been crucified with Christ, and we remind ourselves of why this is so!

(7) Rom.6:6 “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be slaves to sin.”

    We know that we can, and must crucify the old self daily, denying it any say or right in our lives, thereby keeping it on the cross, silencing its loud clamoring voice!

(8) Gal.5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”  

    We know that our sin is gone, because the Word of God says so!

(9) 1Jh.1:7-9 “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
    And this despite the fact that we know that nothing good dwells in our flesh; our old nature; which is still very active in these corrupt bodies of ours, if we give it any rights at all.

(10) Rom.7:18 “I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is in my flesh, I can will to do what is right, but I cannot do it.”

    We know that we know God’s heart, but only by revelation!

(11) Matt.11:27 “All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. And no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son choose to reveal him.”

    We know that obedience equals love, and this leads to the Lord Jesus revealing himself to us;

(12) Jh.14:21 “He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves me, and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and manifest myself to him.”

    Then we’ll not only know both the Father and Christ Jesus, but will have them actually living in us, continually;

(13) Jh.14:23 “If anyone loves me, he will keep my Word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him.”

    And we know what the spiritual clock is telling us;
(14) Rom.13:11 “You know what hour it is, how it is full time for you to awake from sleep, for salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.”

    We know these things with the certainty that only the Mighty Spirit of God’s eternal Word can bring;

(15) 1Jh.2:27 “The anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you, as his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true, and is not a lie. Just as he has taught you, abide in him.”
How very blessed we are to know this confidence!

    But we must always remember to obey the exhortations of the Scripture;

(16) Heb.3:6-14 “Christ is faithful over God’s house as a Son. And we are his house, if we hold fast our confidence and pride in our hope. As the Holy Spirit says, “Today, when you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,” on the day of testing in the wilderness, when the fathers put me to the test, and saw my works for forty years. 

    Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, “They always go astray in their hearts, they have not known my ways.” As I swore in my wrath, “They shall never enter my rest.” Take care brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another as long as it is call “Today,” that none of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

    For we share in Christ if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.”

    But how are we going to hear his voice today, if we don’t bother to truly ‘continue’ in his Word, as we’re commanded to?
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